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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO PXPIRF ntt* „, „„ k 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION EXPIRE _ONEJJ2 — MONTH(S) FROM 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 1 38 i.i <„ 
mailing date of this communication. W ' "° eVent ' n ^er, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
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■ Any reply rece.ved by the Office iater than three month, after the maZo'd^f £ toba «™ ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. S 1 33). 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b) commun,cat,on. even if timely filed, may reduce any 
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1 ) □ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

2a) □ This action is FINAL. 9Mlv! Z '• ' 

Zb >w This action is non-final. 

3) □ Since this application is in condition for allowance exceot for fnrm*i 

closed in accordance with the practice under B^pant Quisle CD 11 -4M OG^I 3 *° *" * 

Disposition of Claims ' U tj ' 21 3 - 

4) (xl Claim(s) /-ffg 

. . . is/are pending in the application 

4a) Of the above, claim(s) 

5) D Claim(s) ' " is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

6) □ Claim(s) ' ' ^ a "° Wed - 

7) D Claim(s) : is/are rejected. 
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Application Pap^s ' SUbjeCt t0 restriction ™d/or election requirement. 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on :„/„ in 
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1DU The proposed drawing correction filed on i(S . ft , n , ' l "' 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 
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1. Claims 1-68 are currently pending. 

2. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required 
under 35 U.S.C. § 121: 

I. Claims 1-18 and 33-52, drawn to a method for carrying out 
the continuous polymerization of a monomer in a carbon dioxide 
reaction medium, classified in Class 526, subclass 70; 

II. Claims 19-32 and 53-68, drawn to an apparatus, classified 
in Class 422, subclass 129+ . 

3. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of 
the following reasons: 

Inventions of Group I and Group II are related as process and 
apparatus for its practice. The inventions are distinct if it can 
be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the 
apparatus as claimed can be used to practice another and materially 
different process. (M.P.E.P. § 806.05(e)). In this case, it would 
be expected that the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process apart from polymerization. 
The apparatus would, for example, be expected to find utility in 
oligomerization, isomerization or hydrogenation processes. 
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4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art as shown by 
their different classification, with the search required for Group 
II not being required for Group I, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

5. Applicants are advised that the response to this requirement 
to be complete must include an election of the invention to be 
examined even though the requirement may be traversed. 

6. Applicants are reminded that upon the cancellation of claims 
to a non-elected invention, the inventorship must be amended in 
compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.48(b) if one or more of the currently 
named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must 
be accompanied by a diligently-filed petition under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(h). 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed 
to Examiner F. M. Teskin whose telephone number is (703) 308-2456. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
^ SU / C -7 C rf^ Sf ^; ^he examiner's supervisor, David Wu, can be reached 
on (703) 308-2450. The appropriate fax phone number for the 

^n?f\ Z n^?^n here thiS a PP licati °n or proceeding is assigned is 
[ /u J ) 305-3599 . 
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, h . inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 

this application should be directed to the Group receptionist whose 
telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 



FMTeskin/09-27-03 




